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Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, and Sigmund Freud were the most important 
theorists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century writing in German. 
They have had a lasting influence on economic, social, political, philosophical, 
and cultural thought for the past century.  
 

This course deals with major dimensions of their writings, in particular how 
they viewed history and historical progress. Their thought is essential for 
anyone who wants to understand how we think about our society, our history, 
and ourselves. 
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Robert Holub came to Ohio State as an Ohio Eminent Scholar and Professor of 
German in 2012. Previously he taught in the German Department at Berkeley for 
twenty-seven years before taking administrative posts at the University of Tennessee 
and the University of Massachusetts.  

He holds a courtesy appointment in Higher Education. 
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