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Having received his Ph.D. from Washington University in 1979, Professor Berman is 
considered a leading expert in the fields of  literary, aesthetic, and cultural theories. 
Other interests include German literature since the 18th century, contemporary 
literature of the FRG, GDR, and Austria, and the development of German prose.  
 
In addition to numerous articles (critical theory, public sphere, literature and film, fascism, Sachs, 
Landauer, Becher, etc.) he authored Between Fontane and Tucholsky; Literary Criticism and the 
Public Sphere in Imperial Germany (1983), The Rise of the Modern German Novel; Crisis and 
Charisma (1986), and Modern Culture and Critical Theory: Art, Politics, and the Legacy of the 
Frankfurt School (1988). Professor Berman has most recently been affiliated with Stanford 
University and Columbia University. 

 
 



 
 
 


