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Representations and Memory of the Holocaust in Film 

 
GE Visual and Performing Arts and GE Diversity-Global Studies course 

The Holocaust has been a tremendously important topic in postwar cinema.  

                  There are major films in almost every major European country dealing with the Holocaust, directed 

by some of the foremost directors and featuring some of the greatest actors and actresses, and some of the 

most innovative filmic techniques. The Holocaust has been represented in various filmic forms:  

documentary, drama, comedy; indeed, there are probably more films on the Holocaust and more footage    

of the Holocaust placed in films than any other historical event outside of World War II. Yet the question of   

representation, in particular adequate representation is one that is continuously raised and debated.  

 

      In this course we will identify the complex interplay between history and filmic representation in 

connection with a major event of the twentieth century. Through examining films along with historical     

documents, as well as cultural and theoretical writings this course aims at teaching students how film as a 

unique art form deals with intricate historical phenomena and substantive issues of ethics.  

Films will be screened outside of class. Taught in English. 
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