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This course explores the challenges which the emerging field of masculinity studies presents to literary 
studies by introducing different theories concerning the conceptualization of masculinity and, more 
specifically, male gender identities. Moreover, we will examine the specificities of literary 
representations, or better: creations of masculinities with the help of a series of German and British 
novels, novellas, and plays. These include Gerhart Hauptmann's Bahnwärter Thiel/[Flagman] Thiel, Frank 
Wedekind's Frühlings Erwachen/Spring Awakening and Thomas Hardy's Jude the Obscure, as well as 
Robert Musil's Die Verwirrungen des Zöglings Törleß/The Confusions of Young Törless, D.H. Lawrence's 
Sons and Lovers, and Joseph Roth's Radetzkymarsch/The Radetzky March. We will not only pay attention 
to the comparative aspects, but also to the various ways in which literary texts create different and 
alternative versions of masculinity. For students of German Literature, the German editions of 
Hauptmann's, Wedekind's, Musil's, and Roth's texts are recommended, though all works are available in 
English translation and will be taught in English. Short presentations will be assigned for each of the 
books discussed.  
 
Please contact instructor for details (stefan.horlacher@mailbox.tu-dresden.de). 
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